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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear Colleagues,  

 

We are very pleased to announce that we can continue providing our            

support measures for voluntary returnees to Afghanistan, Pakistan and the 

Chechen Republic of the Russian Federation: Our project proposal 

òRESTARTó was chosen for funding by the Austrian selection panel of the 

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) of the European Union. In 

this issue you can learn about the services and measures that are planned 

for the upcoming 18 months in the course of this project.  

 

The start of a new project is also a nice occasion to reflect on past projects. 

Therefore, we offer you a brief overview of the results of the projects which 

ended on 30 June 2015 as well as an insight into the discussions that we 

were able to have about them in the course of the meeting of our IOM   

Austria AVRR Project Stakeholder Group.  

 

During this meeting, the topic of òReturn and Healthó was a central point ð 

loyal readers of our newsletter are very well informed about this topic and 

will be looking forward to the last part of our corresponding series in this 

issue.  

 

We wish you a pleasant read!  

 

With best regards,  

 

Your AVRR Team  

IOM Country Office for Austria  
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In this edition:  

 

New project ăRESTARTò assists returnees 

to Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Chechen 

R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n                           
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Support for 330 beneficiaries and their families  

On 1 July 2015, IOM Austria, together with IOM offices and 

partners in Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Russian Federation, 

started implementing a new project: òRESTART -                

Reintegration Assistance for Voluntary Returnees to         

Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Russian Federation/ the      

Chechen Republicó. The project, which is co -funded by the 

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) of the       

European Union as well as by the Austrian Federal Ministry of 

the Interior, will assist third country nationals in their return 

journey to Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Chechen Republic 

of the Russian Federation and contribute to their sustainable 

reintegration in their respective country of origin.  

 

òRESTARTó will be implemented until 31 December 2016 and 

aims to support 200 returnees to the Chechen Republic, 80 

returnees to Afghanistan, and 50 returnees to Pakistan.      

Depending on the availability in the country of origin, the     

project offers services ranging from the organization of the 

travel and departure assistance in Austria to reception        

assistance in the country of origin to cash and in -kind       

reintegration assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistance for sustainable reintegration  

In Afghanistan, Pakistan and the Chechen Republic,            

beneficiaries may benefit from post arrival counselling and 

EUR 500 cash assistance that allows them to address their 

most urgent needs after their return. In addition, they can  

receive in -kind assistance in order to start an independent 

life back at home in the long run. Depending on their      

individual situation, local availabilities and their preferences, 

they can apply for up to EUR 2,800 to be invested in 

measures such as business activities, education, housing 

and childcare (the final investment depends on the chosen 

activities).  

 

Special attention is given to project beneficiaries with special 

needs, such as single parent families, unaccompanied     

minors, the elderly, trafficked persons, etc. Persons with 

health problems can also apply for medical assistance.  

 

Return counsellors all over Austria* as well as IOM staff in 

Vienna are ready to provide potential returnees with any 

information required.  

 

Looking for synergies  

As IOM Austria is dedicated to raising awareness about the 

topic of return migration and relevant assistance schemes, 

òRESTARTó encourages interested stakeholders such as  

practitioners, Diaspora organizations, authorities and  

academia as well as the broad public to engage in           

discussions and information exchange.  

 

Therefore, IOM seeks and maintains contacts with relevant     

stakeholders in Austria, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the     

Russian Federation. Based on these contacts, it is       

furthermore planned to establish and expand local support 

structures for returnees, in particular for vulnerable groups, 

in the countries of origin.  

 

* In Austria, return counselling is offered by providers commissioned by the Austrian Federal Ministry of the 

Interior as well as by the government of Carinthia. For a detailed contact list please consult the IOM Austria 

website: http://www.iomvienna.at  

New project òRESTARTó assists returnees to Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the 

Chechen Republic of the Russian Federation  

 

Mr. A. in his shop in Afghanistan  ñ © IOM 2015.  

Ms. L. in her cucumber green house in the Chechen 
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