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“Home is where I am accepted as I am” 

With the pilot project WIR: Workshops for integration and prevention of radicalization, 
IOM supported and guided adolescents with Chechen roots to reflect on their identity in 
their intercultural setting within Austrian society. To this end, workshops and outdoor 
events were conducted by IOM in cooperation with the youth association Großes Schiff 
and very importantly with the support of Chechen intercultural mediators, who were  
directly involved both in the development of the workshops’ contents and methods and 
in the actual conduction of the workshops and outdoor events.  
 

A total of 5 workshops were held in Vienna and Linz, dealing primarily with the topic of 
identity, sense of belonging, discrimination experiences, etc. In addition, both groups  
expressed a lot of excitement about the idea of creating their own media products and 
being able to illustrate THEIR views, fears and motivations and to share these with a  
wider public. While the boys in Vienna preferred creating autobiographical videos, the 
girls in Linz decided to produce a talk-show on the topic of prejudice and stereotypes.  
All the videos were presented during two closing events in Vienna and Linz where family, 
friends and relevant stakeholders were invited to cheer and appreciate the hard work 
the youngsters put into the production of the videos.  
 

Throughout the discussions it became very clear that young Chechens are often forced 
into an “either - or” corner and in spite of all prejudice and stereotypes with which they 
are often confronted, it is amazing how they still manage to navigate successfully  
between their multiple identities. Nonetheless, it is a process that is tiresome and at 
times even soul-wrenching.  Our young participants long for acceptance and support 
both on the part of their community and from the host society. One male participant in 
Vienna expressed the quintessence of the discussions in a very touching manner, by  
saying “home is where I am accepted as I am and where the clothes I wear, the religion I 
have or the country I come from are not being questioned”. Another female participant 
in Linz also summarized in a very honest and open manner the burden they carry and the 
courageous way of coping with it: “Everyone has their own way. So, these expectations 
that many people have, I can’t fulfill all of them at the same time. That simply doesn’t 
work. And I don’t want to meet the expectations of others.” 
 

The videos will be made available on the IOM website shortly.  
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Train the Trainer:  

ADMIN4ALL Phase II - Supporting Social Inclusion of Vulnerable Migrants in Europe 

IOM colleagues and partners from Austria, Greece, Italy, Malta, Poland, Romania and Spain met from 29-30 January 2019 in 
IOM Italy’s premises in Rome to discuss the updated training package for the Admin4All Phase II.  
 

During the Train-the-Trainer meeting the project team reflected 
on methodological, didactic and content-related aspects to  
guarantee a tailor-made training for the participating  
municipalities. We are eager to build upon the success and  
lessons learnt in the Admin4All Phase I. We will inform you about 
the actual implementation of the trainings in our partner  
municipalities Bruck an der Leitha, Korneuburg, Kufstein, Schwaz 
and Telfs in our next newsletter.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Conference: Family-Based Care for Unaccompanied Migrant Children  

On 31 January 2019, IOM Austria and the International Federation of Educative Communities (FICE) invited to a joint  
conference at the House of the European Union in the frame of the projects FAB – Fostering Across Borders (IOM) and FORUM 
– FOR Unaccompanied Minors (FICE).  
 

In a panel discussion, experts from Austria and the Netherlands as 
well as a foster child and a foster father exchanged views on  
challenges and best-practice examples in the reception of  
unaccompanied migrant children (UMC).  
 

In subsequent working groups, the audience and experts thought 
in joint effort about possible further aspects to be included in the 
training materials presented by IOM. The collected feedback will 
be integrated to guarantee demand-responsive trainings for  
foster families and relevant stakeholders in Austria.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
EMN Anniversary in Vienna 

15 years ago the IOM Country Office for Austria was nominated as 
the National Contact Point for the European Migration Network 
(EMN) by the Austrian Ministry of the Interior. Furthermore, 10 
years ago the Council Decision 2008/381/EC set the legal basis for 
the EMN in its current form. To celebrate these occasions the  
National Contact Point Austria in the EMN organized an  
anniversary event on 21 November 2018 in Vienna.   
 

Among the guests were representatives of the National Steering 
Committee of the EMN, Austrian ministries, international  
organizations, nongovernmental organizations and research  
institutes. They were invited to an afternoon with scientific  
lectures and discussions as well as a festive reception.  
 

More information on the event can be found here.  
 
 

 

 
 

Funded by the European Union’s Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme (2014-2020) 

This project is funded by the European Commission’s DG for Employment, Social Affairs & Inclusion. 
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2018: IOM assisted more than 3,400 voluntary returnees  

In 2018, IOM Austria assisted a total of 3,469 migrants 

in their voluntary return from Austria to their country 

of origin. Compared to the year before, when 3,546 

persons were assisted in their voluntary return, the 

number of returnees stayed at a high level.  

The travel costs for the majority of returnees were 

covered by the Austrian Federal Office for 

Immigration and Asylum. 

Iraq remained the country with the highest number of 

voluntary returnees from Austria with 617 assisted 

persons, followed by Serbia (347) and the Russian 

Federation (299), both of which experienced an 

increase compared to the previous year. The number 

of returnees to Georgia, which ranks on the fourth 

place in the statistics, increased by 56 percent to a 

total of 296 assisted persons, while the number of 

returnees to Afghanistan slightly decreased from 231 

to 203 assisted persons.  

73 percent of the returnees were male. Among all voluntary returnees who were assisted by IOM Austria in 2018, a total of 

74 persons had medical needs that were considered during the preparation and organization of the return. The biggest 

group of migrants with health-related needs returned to Georgia (27), followed by the Russian Federation (12) and 

Afghanistan (10). 

More details can be found here. 

 
 

 

Reintegration assistance in Afghanistan and Iran 

Apart from return assistance, IOM Austria offers reintegration support for voluntary 

returnees in the framework of the project RESTART II – Reintegration Assistance for 

Voluntary Returnees to Afghanistan and Iran, co-funded by the Austrian Ministry of 

the Interior and the European Union.  

The project supported a total of 192 beneficiaries in 2018 (155 to Afghanistan and 37 

to Iran) during the second year of its implementation. Since the start of the  

three-year-project in 2017, a total of 369 returnees (244 to Afghanistan and 125 to 

Iran) have been assisted by RESTART II. 

In 2018, Mohammad Bashir K. (pictured left) returned to Afghanistan with support of 

RESTART II. With the reintegration assistance he started a tyre selling business. 

 

For further information please contact the Assisted Voluntary Return and 

Reintegration Unit: avrr.vienna@iom.int 
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EMN Communication Workshop 

Providing up-to-date, objective, reliable and comparable information on migration and 
asylum is one of EMN’s core tasks. To support an effective EMN communication, the 
National Contact Point Austria organized the “EMN Communication Workshop” on           
12 February 2019 in Vienna. Under the guidance of a communication expert the 
participating National Contact Points discussed current issues and developed future 
communication strategies. More information on the event can be found here. 
 
 

New publications:  

EMN Annual Conference Report 2018  

The report summarizes the contributions of the speakers, discussions and main 
conclusions of the EMN Annual Conference 2018 “Managing Migration – from Reacting to 
Shaping”, which took place on 4 and 5 October in Vienna.  
Conference Report (EN) I Konferenzbericht (DE) 
 

 

Labour Market Integration of Third-Country Nationals in Austria 

This study provides an overview of policy strategies and practices relating to the labour 
market integration of third-country nationals and explicitly addresses four integration 
measures, either of a general nature or specifically relating to labour market policy.  
National Report (EN) I National Report (DE) 
 

The EMN Synthesis Report and EMN Inform with a summary of the national reports of the 
participating EMN Member States is also available. 
EMN Synthesis Report (EN) I EMN Inform (EN) 
 

 

Impact of Visa Liberalizations on Austria 

Since 2009, the EU has granted visa exemptions to some Western Balkan countries and 
the Eastern Partnership. The study examines the developments resulting from visa 
liberalizations in relevant thematic areas, such as population, economy, or crime and 
public security. 
National Report (EN) I National Report (DE) 

 

These and other EMN publications are available online and can be ordered as hardcopies 
free of charge at www.emn.at/en/publications/studies/.  
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